DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
some French and Portuguese. The immigration from all the great countries caused a melting-pot, as America is called. For that reason it is difficult for the American to understand the European relations between States and languages. I remember a visit I had from a very highly educated North American, who was very upset because he had to show his passport several times during the same day when he was travelling through Europe and also pass through several customs examinations. 'Do you think/ I asked him, 'that the European States and peoples were founded for the comfort of American tourists? Ask the Almighty why He, in contradistinction to America, created so many States and peoples here.' He spoke of Balkanisation. I could not answer him otherwise than by saying that Europe is Europe and has a history of States and peoples which makes up a great part of the history of mankind. We naturally came to the question of small and large States. I am not sure if I made my thesis clear to him, that the worth of peoples cannot be measured by their numbers alone and that the problem of the large and small peoples and States must be looked upon and solved from the democratic standpoint, analogously with the prob-
274